
Background:
November 2010 marks the historic gathering of the international community to Vientiane, Laos to celebrate and 
plan for the worldwide ban on cluster bombs at the Convention on Cluster Munitions First Meeting of State 
Parties.  As a result of U.S. bombs dropped during the Vietnam-era, Laos is the most bombed country per capita 
- and this convention is our chance to send a message of hope to the people of Laos for a future free of bombs.   
Inspired by the beautiful textiles of Laos, Legacies of War is working with artists and organizers in the U.S. to 
develop the Tapestry of Hope, a collection of art  pieces from organizations, individuals, and collectives from 
across the nation to install in Vientiane during the Meeting.  The project will continue in Laos, where we will 
work to collect responses to bring back to the U.S., encouraging dialogue, strategy, and healing.

Preparation:
Materials: Make it an art “potluck” - have everyone 
bring art supplies to share - or lay out paint, permanent 
markers, collage materials, paper, and glue.

You will need 1 Priority mail envelope 
for each participant, cut to 12 x 12” (one 
side is 11.56” - close enough!)

Envelopes can be picked up at a post office or ordered 
online (item number EP-14, Tyvek 11.65 x 15“)

Time: 2 hours

Deadl ine :
Our national day of action is October 2nd.  You can hold 
your workshop on any day, however.  Make sure to send 
your art pieces, by October 21st, to:

Lisa Nowlain
Re: Tapestry of Hope

151 Mariner Green Court
Corte Madera, CA 94925 

If your piece is anonymous (no contact info on the back 
of the piece), please make sure to fill out the attached 
form to include with your submission.

Structure:
Introduce issue: (bombing of Laos, leftover clus-
ter bombs), Legacies of War, Convention on Cluster 
Munitions, using provided materials.

Explain installation: these pieces will be 
premiered at the Convention on Cluster Munitions 
First Meeting of State Parties in Vientiane, Laos.  
Select pieces may be featured online.

Discussion:
Discuss in your group: Had you heard about the 
bombing of Laos?  Cluster bombs?  How do they 
relate to you?  How does it affect you?  

Present the following questions; these are the framing 
questions for the art piece.  People can address them 
all, a few, or just one in their piece.  Words are 
encouraged!

* What does a bomb-free Laos look like to you?
* What is your solution to the cluster bomb problems 
in Laos?
* What is your message for the people hurt by cluster 
bombs?
* What is your message to the people in the U.S. and 
internationally?  People from all over the world will 
be attending this convention. 

 (continued on other  s ide)  
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Structure cont ’d:
Start creating!  People can share squares or work on 
their own.  

Make sure to remind people that they can feel free to 
include their contact information on the back of the 
piece if they wish - this is to encourage international 
dialog and build connections between Laos and here.  
They can also include their names, age, city and state 
on the bottom right corner. Have them fill out the 
contact information form (downloadable from our 
website.If people aren’t finished before the time is 
up, please feel free to have them submit on their own, 
filing out the form to mail with their piece.  Take 
pictures of the work created!

Publ ic iz ing your  workshop
Invite members of your community that you think 
might be interested and relevant, such as peace activ-
ists, vetrans, students, seniors, religious groups, 
artists, youth, refugees, Laotians, etc. Combine your 
workshop with a film screening or Laotian food! 

Invitations : Use the invitation material provided, 
or create your own.  

Registration:  Please register your workshop by 
clicking here.  

Shar ing your  p ieces
Upload images of the pieces to 
www.tapestryofhope.wordpress.com.  You will 
receive instructions after registering your workshop. 
This will help us generate buzz and inspire others to 
contribute!

Make sure to submit your pieces by the deadline, and 
we will follow up about the exhibition in Laos and 
follow up exhibitions in the United States after the 
Convention.

For  more information 
about  c luster  bombs in  

Laos and the campaign to 
ban them international ly,  

check out

www.legaciesofwar.org
Find us Twitter

Find us on Facebook

Workshop Guidelines

Tapesty of Hope:
weaving together a bomb free future
international  art  exhibition

https://spreadsheets.google.com/a/fulbrightmail.org/viewform?formkey=dFoxNFFBOUdLNjJseF8zbDl3enRSa3c6MQ
http://www.tapestryofhope.wordpress.com
http://www.legaciesofwar.org
http://www.legaciesofwar.org
http://www.twitter.com/legaciesofwar
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Legacies-of-War/144037038940603?ref=ts

	workshop guidelines pg 1.pdf
	workshop guidelines pg 2

